CROAK
Editor: Bea Hutchings

marketing@toadstheatre.co.uk

Welcome… To the March edition of the Croak, and what a full
edition it is! We have Sherry Dudley standing in for John Miles
for Wednesday Club, there’s a full itinerary of club events, including a book launch by Stephanie Austin. There are details
about the 2022/23 season, the Tourism Exhibition at the
Palace Theatre, and not forgetting Funny Money by Ray
Cooney, Directed by Alan Tanner. Also, rehearsals are now in
full swing for Laying the Ghost. It’s going to be a busy time!

‘Hello everyone

From the Chair

Well the season is going full steam ahead thankfully with no late Covid mishaps.
Our Membership is coming back in droves to support our theatre.
Sadly our finances have taken a huge hit over the past two years with more large bills
looming, so every seat sold is like gold…thank you and keep spreading the word
please.
Storm Eunice has taken its toll with two trees down and blocking the road between
The Palm Grove Hotel and our car park. I contacted the Council to come and sort it
out for us but before they arrived Paul Lewis, our Set Builder came out with his saw,
cut them up and with his van towed them to the car park. Thank you Paul for going
above the ‘call of duty’.
We’ve had many good comments about our new season and I’m now preparing the
brochure. Directors, please be patient and I will liaise with you about the entry of your
play. (See new season list at the bottom of this page).
The new FOH system (not tearing tickets) is going well and is saving time on the
entry of audience at the auditorium doors.
I have recently sent out a plea for volunteers to man our stand at the ERC Tourist
Exhibition on Wednesday 30th March, this year to be held at The Palace Theatre,
Paignton. I’m looking forward to the stampede!
Anna Reynolds

By Ray Cooney
Directed by Alan Tanner
MONDAY 7TH to SAT 12TH
MARCH 7.30pm
Matinee SAT 12th only.

2022

2023

* July 11 - 16 G&S 'The Mikado'
* August 8 - 20 'Allo 'Allo Director John MIles
*September 12 - 17 'And Then There None' Director Alec Stokes
*September 25 'Bookends' Simon and Garfunkle Tribute
*October 3 - 8 '39 Steps' Director Sarah O'Connor
*October 11 'A Perfect Likeness'
by Conn Artists Theatre Company
*October 23 Buddy Holly Tribute
*November 14 - 19 'Ladies Day' Director Mary Singleton
*December 5 - 10 'Mother Goose' Director Chris Mitchell

*January 16 - 21 vacant slot at the moment
*January 29 Bully Wee Band
*February 13-18 Youth Drama Week
*March 6 - 10 'The Importance of Being Earnest'
Director Andrew Kenyon
*March 12 'Absolutely Dragulous'
*March 15 'The Time Machine' by Dyad Productions
*April 10 - 15 'Noises Off' Director Anna Reynolds **
The rights have been currently been withdrawn so an alternative production may be chosen
*May 8-13 ‘Hedda Gabler' Director Heidi Pyburn
*June 5-10 'Nunsense' The Musical Director Joe McNulty

March

PLUS
+

2022 TOURISM EXHIBITION

WEDNESDAY CLUB
Dear Member

Hello,
I’m standing in for John Miles who has escaped to an island in
the sun with Suzy. So here goes….
We began the month with a gallop down the years to hear all
about Alec Stokes’ accidental ride into the world of being a jockey! He kept the large turnout enthralled right up until the finish
line and what’s the betting that he’ll be invited back to tell us
more about his life since hanging up his saddle?
Did you know that we have a toxophilite amongst our number?
No, neither did we until Austin Hawkins came along with various
related items to talk about his passion for archery. His talk was
right on target and his detailed information about the history of
the two fingers gesture set us all a-quiver with excitement.
A review of the Tadpoles’ production of Grimms’ Spectaculathon
saw a small but vocal group discuss both the play, in which there
were some promising individual performances, and the future of
youth theatre within Toads.
The month ended with our master quizeteer, Mr. John Hall, leading us through the highways and byways of questions old and
new to set our brains a-buzzing….or not! (result not known at
time of writing)
Forthcoming programme:2nd March: ‘Percy Fawcett and the Lost City of Z’ a talk by Jim
Redman.
9th March: ‘Timbuktu’ by Roger Hamilton.
16th March: ‘Funny Money’ A review with members of the
cast.
23rd March: ‘A Devon’s Night’s Death’: the launch of Stephanie
Austin’s new novel.
30th March, ‘Frequent Flyer? BA Humbug!’ Anna Reynolds’
experiences with British Airways.
Sherry Dudley
Wednesday Club's winning quiz team:
Nigel and Carol Colledge, Steve Gill and Margaret Kirk.

There will be a 2022 Tourism Exhibition on Wednesday 30th
March and we are looking for volunteers to man our stand
please. This year it will be held at The Palace Theatre, Paignton due to the ERC still being used for COVID vaccinations.
The Exhibition will run from 9.30am till 1.00pm. Followed by
a complimentary networking lunch from 1.00pm till 2.00pm.
We have had a TOADS Theatre Company stall many times in
the past and it has proved fruitful in terms of spreading the
word about our theatre (I'm always stunned by the number of
people who have never heard of The Little Theatre), advertising our coming season and networking in general.
Volunteers in the past have dressed up to draw more attention
to our stand, so if anyone would like to have a morning of
showing off in a lovely costume, please contact Jill Pettigrew,
our Wardrobe Mistress Extraordinaire for help.
Carparking will be available at Crown and Anchor Way and
Victoria Car Parks. Pay for an hour and park till 6pm on the
day of the event.
Please think about volunteering, it's fun and you get to meet
lots of interesting people.
We shall be waiting with bated breath, I know our membership
always comes up trumps.
Best wishes
Anna Reynolds and the Committee.

Many of you will know Stephanie as a
superb actor, Director and former Chairman
of TOADS Little Theatre. Now author of
five books and currently working on book
six, Stephanie will be launching her 5th
book,
‘A Devon night’s Death’ at
Wednesday Club on the
23rd March.
Books available to purchase
on the day.
Website: stephanieaustin.co.uk.

CAST
CHARACTER

PLAYED by

Jean Perkins ……….Katie Bottoms
Henry Perkins ……….Jon Manley
Bill………………………Steve Perks
By Ray Cooney
Directed by Alan Tanner

Davenport …………...Ian Davies
Slater ………………….Adam Clark

MARCH 2022
MON 7th/SAT 12th 7.30pm
Matinee SAT 12th only 2.30pm

Betty Johnson……..Sarah Mallett
Vic Johnson………...Chris Mitchell
Passer-by………………..Alec Stokes

Auditions for 'Allo, Allo'.
We expect to produce this longawaited comedy, at last.
8th to 20th August 2022
It's been such a long time since
we originally held auditions that we have decided to start again
from scratch.
The open auditions will be held on Wednesday 23rd March at
7.30pm and then on Sunday 27th March at 2.30pm. ......in the
coffee lounge.
There's a multitude of familiar characters, with a script which is a
cut above the usual spin-off from TV series.
So please come along to 'Café René' and put up no resistance...
there's opportunities for actors of experience as well as many 'walkon' parts for those just starting. We will need a pianist and an accordionist, and a large backstage staff, plus a small dog......... and
there's loads of props!
We will be converting the whole theatre into WWII France, with
onion sellers, dubious characters, drunks and peasants FOH before
the performance.

Production dates are 8th to 20th August, with one matinee on the
first Saturday. No Sunday performance.
It's going to be fun, which I'll probably say 'more than once'.
See you at audition, John and Nichola.
.

CASTING
Strictly Murder
by Brian Clemens
13th to 18th June
2022
co-directors
Jon Manley
and Nicola Opie
Character To be played by
Josef ………………………………………………….Clive Lovatt
Peter Meredith………………………………… not yet cast
Suzy Hinchcliffe……………………………….. Laura Gillies
Ross…………………………………………………. John Davies
Miriam Miller…………………………….Josephine Neagle
SM: Miles Opie
Prompt: Sue Gray
Props/Wardrobe - volunteers needed, please help!!
As you can see above, we still need a “Peter”. This is
considered the male lead role and he needs to have a
playing age of 35 to 45 (ish). Any suggestions
(constructive please), please contact either Nicola
Opie (07948 963093) or Jon Manley (07815 323982).
NB: Lovely to see so many new-to-TOADS actors successfully auditioning but, as seems to be the norm in
recent years, no “established” TOADS members turned
up.

ESSENTIAL CONTACTS and INFORMATION
BOX OFFICE: 01803 299 330 boxoffice@toadstheatre.co.uk
Vacancies
for
Volunteering Duties.
Just ring or email listed contacts for
details.
Plus: If you’d like to get involved in front-of house
duties contact the Box Office 01803 299330
If you want to act, or get involved backstage
in any production, or as props or
prompt, contact the director in each
case, whose number will always be
listed in The Croak with the audition
information. If you're still not sure who
to call, any member of the committee
will always help to point you to the right
person.

Facebook & Twitter
@ToadsTheatre

Anna Reynolds* 07788 994398
chairman@toadstheatre.co.uk
Jackie Tarney & Jon Manley 07815 323982
boxoffice@toadstheatre.co.uk
If you’d like to help behind the bar
Jill Pettigrew* 01803 525071
secretary@toadstheatre.co.uk
if you’d like to join the wardrobe team
Anne Jordan 01626 330866
annepoppy@blueyonder.co.uk
if you’d like to join the props team
Joy Book 07704 584953
Joybook9597@gmail.com
If you’d like to help In the coffee shop

Training will be given for any of the jobs you wish to volunteer for. Please don’t be shy YOUR THEATRE NEEDS YOU!
Cast and crew .
TOADS
YOUTH
THEATRE
PRODUCTION

The Brothers
Grimm
Spectaulathon
By Don Zolidis
Directed by
Becky Dobson
February 2022

MEMBERSHIP CORNER

This month saw a pleasing continuation of the steadily increasing
membership which we have witnessed since before Christmas. The
enthusiasm of the ones I’ve met so far has been most heartening,
not least because their positive reaction to our facilities and resources serves as a reminder of how each of us felt when we first
discovered The Little Theatre. A few of them are under 50, too!!
Our company policies have recently been updated and are now
available on the website. Please take time to read these, including
the manuals for Front of House Managers and stewards. Here is the
link:https://www.toadslittletheatre.co.uk/about-us/
The Committee recognises the valuable contribution made by those
who volunteer in whatever capacity. I know you will all make the
new members feel as welcome as I felt when I first joined.
Sherry Dudley

Brenda Hutchings 07800 644508
marketing@toadstheatre.co.uk
if you’d like to submit an article for
Croak
John Miles* 01803 858394
johnmilesandmiles@gmail.com
for Wednesday Club
Al Dunn 07880 734880
al.dunn@icloud.com
If you’d like to get involved with techy stuff.
Paul Lewis 07555 396654
paul1970lewis@yahoo.co.uk
If you’d like to get involved with
set building/painting, etc.
As well as those names marked
with an asterisk above, the committee
members are:
Nicola Margetts Treasurer
07766 134937.
njmargetts@gmail.com
Alan Tanner
01803 613701
altanltd665@gmail.com
Sherry Dudley
ashcombe1968@hotmail.co.uk
Andrew Kenyon
07479 008066
alkieman@mail.com
Alistair Conquer
07972 112174
fernbank24@gmail.com

