
 

 

 C R O A K  

Editor: Bea Hutchings       marketing@toadstheatre.co.uk 

 Welcome…  To the sunny, April edition of the Croak Newsletter.  
The Little Theatre  has a spring in its step, there’s so much activity!  
John Miles has returned from his holidays , Sherry has handed back the Wedders 
reins and  has been busy recruiting new Toads members.  
Laying the Ghost is ready for the off , and there’s  a new venture beginning, Devon 
Young People’s Theatre, led by Heidi Pyburn. Phew! 
Wishing you all a very Happy Easter .     
                                                    Bea.                     

  

                                                          From the Chair                                                                                                   
  

 Welcome Spring…well now and then anyway! 
 
We had a very successful morning at The Tourist Exhibition in the new venue, The 
Palace Theatre, Paignton. 
Stalwarts Jim and Thea Redman, were ably assisted by John Franklin, Bill Herlihy and 
Maureen Macdonald. They were all dressed as characters from ‘Allo ‘Allo and drew 
much attention and admiration! 40 emails from interested parties were collected and 
to one lucky person we’ll be offering two complimentary tickets to a performance of 
Laying the Ghost. 
Many thanks to everyone involved for representing The Little Theatre so …well…
theatrically! 
 
Auditions for Strictly Murder and ‘Allo ‘Allo have been and gone and both productions 
are now fully cast much to the relief of Jon Manley, Nicola Opie, John Miles and Nich-
ola Aldridge. 
 
Thank you to those few who have volunteered to train as a FOH Manager, we still 
need more please. You will be paired with an experienced Manager to learn the 
ropes. Please contact box office if you’d like to give it a go. 
 
The Abba tribute band is appearing again at The Little Theatre on 22nd April. This is a 
fabulous evening so book early to avoid disappointment!                                                    
                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                    Anna Reynolds  
                                                                                                        Chairman                                                                              

            4-9th  April. 7.30pm.  
              Sat mat 2.30pm.  

Friday 22nd April 7.30pm 
Tickets £20 

         Tourist Exhibition 2022 

Welcome to Yew Tree House. Home for Retired Actors, 
where chaotic hilarity ensues. Director, Stephanie Austin, 
gives an insight to the comedic spirit of the play, and its 
creator:  
'Laying the Ghost ' is a comedy by actor Simon Williams, 
who is familiar to a lot of readers for his role as James Bel-
lamy in the long-running TV hit 'Upstairs, Downstairs'. as 
well as more recent appearances in 'Dinner Ladies' and 
'Holby City.' Toads has performed two of his plays in the 
past, the thriller 'Double Death' and the delightful comedy 
'Nobody's Perfect.'  'Laying the Ghost ' is a warm and light-
hearted comedy in the same mould. ' 



 

 

March 

                    Devon Young People’s Theatre  
          
We are delighted to announce a new venture to support young 
people in developing their knowledge and experience of drama 
and theatre at The Little Theatre. From Tuesday May 10th there 
will be a new group, Devon Young People’s Theatre led by local 
teacher, national examiner for LAMDA, festival adjudicator and 
TOADS member, Heidi Pyburn, (Death Trap, Laying the Ghost, 
A.D. for Mother Goose and Director of Hedda Gabler in the new 
season). 
The group will work to the LAMDA Group syllabus eventually al-
lowing for accreditation opportunities for all. For the real enthu-
siast, LAMDA qualifications offer supplementary UCAS points for 
university entrance. 
The previous arrangement for Tadpoles was financially unsus-
tainable so, over the last six months, the Committee sought ex-
pressions of interest that would both make appropriate use of 
The Little Theatre offer but also offered a structured approach for 
young people in drama skills and theatrical experience. 
It is proposed to start with a 12-18 group and a 7-11 group, if 
there is sufficient demand. If you know of any young people who 
might be interested in joining this new departure for The Little 
Theatre, then please ask them to contact Heidi. 
e: heidinoelpyburn@gmail.com 

f: @DYPTheatre  
w: http://www.dyptheatre.com/ 

i: @dyptheatre 

PLUS 

    + 

                    The Wednesday Club. April, 2022. 
 
We’re back for our long holiday and find Wedders in good 
shape... thanks to Sherry Dudley and John Hall for holding the 
fort. 
Well, what’s happened, then? Jim Redman organised two 
speakers for us, the first one being himself! His intriguingly-
titled ‘Percy Fawcett and the City of Z’ went down well by all 
accounts, followed by Roger Hamilton speaking about 
‘Timbuktu’. Thanks, Jim. 
The review of ‘Funny Money’ brought lots of praise for the 
cast, and particularly Alan Tanner. Two audience members 
were so impressed they came along to Wednesday Club to say 
so. They have joined Toads too!  
How does she do it? Stephanie Austin has published another 
book in her series about Juno Browne, the dog-walking antique 
shop owner, who has an uncanny knack of solving mur-
ders.  Stephanie read us extracts from her latest ‘Cosy Crime’ 
novel ‘A Devon Night’s Death’ .... and of course she’s part way 
through writing the next!  The feeding frenzy round the book 
stall spoke... er.. volumes.    
 
Our next meeting will be a new idea suggested by Cora..... 
‘Desert Island Books’. This is a variation on our popular 
‘Desert Island Disc’ events, but this time please bring a favour-
ite book and demonstrate to us why you like it by reading a 
short extract. I gather The Bible and Shakespeare are already 
on the island......  
The next week, Anna Reynolds will tell us about her experienc-
es as an airhostess in ‘BA Humbug, Memoirs of a Frequent 
Flyer’. Let’s hope her talk takes off.......  
The review of our most recent production,  ‘Laying the Ghost’ 
follows, followed by a talk by John Airey entitled ‘The Russian 
Composers’.  
 
There’s  lots going on next month, so do please come and join 
in the mayhem, on the understanding that if you’ve got some-
thing better to do, please do it.  
Best wishes, John Miles.  
 

What’s on in April. 
 

30th March- 2nd April. 7.30pm. 
‘Circle Mirror Transformation’, by Annie Baker,  
directed by Annie Bowie. Dartington Playgoers at Studio 31. 
https://www.playgoers.co.uk/shows 

 
4-9th  April. 7.30pm. Sat mat 2.30pm.  
‘Laying the Ghost’ by Simon Williams. Directed by Stephanie 
Austin. Toads Theatre Company. 01803 
299330.  www.toadstheatre.co.uk 

 

8-9th April. 7.30pm Sat mat at 2.30pm. 
‘Ben Hur’. Script by Laura Jury, from the book by Lew Wal-
lace. 

Directed by Laura Jury. Brixham Theatre. 

South Devon Players Film and Theatre Company. 
www.brixhamtheatre.co.uk  01803 415987.  

 2022 
* July 11 - 16 G&S 'The Mikado' 
* August 8 - 20 'Allo 'Allo Director John MIles 
*September 12 - 17 'And Then There None' Director Alec Stokes 
*September 25 'Bookends' Simon and Garfunkle Tribute 
*October 3 - 8 '39 Steps' Director Sarah O'Connor 
*October 11 'A Perfect Likeness'  
by Conn Artists Theatre Company 
*October 23 Buddy Holly Tribute 
*November 14 - 19 'Ladies Day' Director Mary Singleton 
*December 5 - 10 'Mother Goose' Director Chris Mitchell 

 
2023 
*January 16 - 21 vacant slot at the moment 
*January 29 Bully Wee Band 
*February 13-18 Youth Drama Week 
*March 6 - 10 'The Importance of Being Earnest'  
Director Andrew Kenyon 
*March 12 'Absolutely Dragulous' 
*March 15 'The Time Machine' by Dyad Productions 
*April 10 - 15 'Noises Off' Director Anna Reynolds **  
The rights have been currently been withdrawn so an alternative 
production may be chosen 
*May 8-13 ‘Hedda Gabler' Director Heidi Pyburn 
*June 5-10 'Nunsense' The Musical Director Joe McNulty 

mailto:heidinoelpyburn@gmail.com
http://www.dyptheatre.com/
https://www.playgoers.co.uk/shows
http://www.toadstheatre.co.uk
http://www.brixhamtheatre.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cast list for 'Allo, Allo'.  August. 

René………………………………………………..Chris Robson.  

Edith………………………………………………….Gill Poore.   

Mimi………………………………………………...Karen Allen.  

Yvette……………………………………………...Heidi Pyburn.  

Michelle…………………………………………….Jo Mathews.  

Leclerc…………………… …………………….Paul Davenport. 

Colonel……………………………………………...Steve Perks. 

Gruber…………………………………………….Chris Mitchell. 

Bertorelli……………………………………….Eduardo Galeano.  

Helga…………………………………………..Collette Vellarde.  

Herr Flick……………………………………..Stewart Molyneux. 

Von Schmelling……………………………………Andy Tinkler. 

Crabtree…………………………………………..Steve Aldridge.  

Airmen…………………Alex Garside, Jason Davey, Ian Dudley.  

(two each night) 

Café customers, FOH actors, peasants, onion sellers etc. will be 
on a rota system.  

                                         

                                            John Miles and Nichola Aldridge. 

By Jeremy Lloyd & David Croft 
 
AUGUST 8-20th  
Director John Miles 
Astt Director Nichola Aldridge 

                                                                                         
                                AUDITIONS FOR 
                 'AND THEN THERE WERE NONE' 
                                by  AGATHA  CHRISTIE 
                   
           Production Dates  -  12th -17th  September 2022 
        Directed by Alec Stokes (known recently as Mr Big) 
 
 
 
CHARACTERS 
                              
RODGERS...................competent middle-aged manservant. 
NARRACOT.................friend of the boatman   (small part) 
Mrs RODGERS................................................middle-aged. 
VERA CLAYTHORNE....................25 – 35  good looking. 
Captain PHILIP LOMBARD.....................................25 -35. 
ANTHONY  MARSTON....30-40 rich, spoilt  
                                                                (but not intelligent) 
WILLIAM  BLORE...........................middle-aged thick set. 
General JOHN  MACKENZIE..........older & very military. 
EMILY  BRENT..............................................middle -aged. 
SIR LAWRENCE WARGRAVE....................former judge. 
Dr. ARMSTRONG.........................................late 40's  -  60. 
                             
           Read through and Auditions to be held at : 
                        The Little Theatre on 
           Sunday 24th APRIL at 2.30 p.m.  
 
For all those who are interested, scripts will be available in 
the Box Office. If you are interested in being part of this 
fabulous production and cannot be at the Audition, just let 
me know  
 
tel : 01803 872473. 
                                                                      Alec Stokes 

  MARCH PRODUCTION 22 
 
 
            By Ray Cooney 
 
    Directed by Alan Tanner 
 
    Photos: Brian Tilley 



 

 

                                          ESSENTIAL  CONTACTS and INFORMATION 
                                                                                                                                Facebook & Twitter 
   BOX OFFICE:  01803 299 330   boxoffice@toadstheatre.co.uk                           @ToadsTheatre 

Anna Reynolds* 07788 994398 
chairman@toadstheatre.co.uk 
 
Jackie Tarney & Jon Manley 07815 323982 
boxoffice@toadstheatre.co.uk 
If you’d like to help behind the bar 
 
Jill Pettigrew* 01803 525071 
secretary@toadstheatre.co.uk 
if you’d like to join the wardrobe team 
 
Anne Jordan 01626 330866 
annepoppy@blueyonder.co.uk  
if you’d like to join the props team 
 
Joy Book 07704 584953 
Joybook9597@gmail.com 
If you’d like to help In the coffee shop 
 
Brenda Hutchings  07800 644508 
marketing@toadstheatre.co.uk 
if you’d like to submit an article for 
Croak 
 
John Miles* 01803 858394 
johnmilesandmiles@gmail.com 
for Wednesday Club 
 
Al Dunn 07880 734880 
al.dunn@icloud.com 
If you’d like to get involved with techy stuff. 
 
Paul Lewis 07555 396654 
paul1970lewis@yahoo.co.uk 
If you’d like to get involved with  
set building/painting, etc. 
 
As well as those names marked 
with an asterisk above, the committee 
members are: 
 
Nicola Margetts Treasurer 
07766 134937.  
njmargetts@gmail.com 
Alan Tanner  
01803 613701 
altanltd665@gmail.com 
Sherry Dudley 
ashcombe1968@hotmail.co.uk 
Andrew Kenyon 
07479 008066 
alkieman@mail.com 
Alistair Conquer 
07972 112174     
fernbank24@gmail.com 

     Vacancies   
    for  

        Volunteering Duties.  
         Just ring or email listed contacts for  

details.  
Plus:    If  you’d like to get involved in front-of house 
             duties contact the Box Office 01803 299330 

If you want to act, or get involved backstage 
in any production, or as props or 

prompt, contact the director in each 
case, whose number will always be 
listed in The Croak with the audition 

information. If you're still not sure who 
to call, any member of the committee 

will always help to point you to the right 
person.  

 
Training will be given for any of the jobs you wish to volunteer 
for. Please don’t be shy - 
                           
                                 YOUR THEATRE NEEDS YOU! 

                                      
                                    MEMBERSHIP CORNER 
 

 
 
As I write this, we are enjoying a run of beautiful Spring like days 
which is most welcome, especially for those recovering from Covid 
at the moment. We wish any members affected a speedy and full 
recovery. The pandemic seems to have boosted membership num-
bers, including some new additions to the set building team who 
are most welcome.  
For our most recent play, we were delighted to include two sixth 
formers from Torquay Boys’ Grammar School to the Friday night 
team of stewards. Generally, our rotas of volunteer helpers are fair-
ly easily filled, especially for Front of House stewards. However, this 
is not the case for Front of House Managers. We appreciate the 
support of our regular, long serving (and long suffering!) managers 
but it is essential that the load is shared. It is concerning that one of 
our senior managers, who lives some distance away, cov-
ered three performances of Funny Money! We are pleased to have 
some new managers in training, but I hope those who have signed 
up to be managers will aim to appear for our next production.  
On a positive note, audience numbers are gradually rising, with a 
record breaking 120 attending the most recent matinee perfor-
mance.  
Our Box Office staff are now all volunteers and we have more being 
trained for this role.  
                                                                                               

                                                                            Sherry Dudley 

 


