CROAK
Editor: Bea Hutchings

marketing@toadstheatre.co.uk

Welcome… to July’s edi on of the Croak. Yes, I’m back and I’d like to say a huge
thank you to John Miles for holding the Croak fort while I had a short break. I’m going to say this only once...Yes! get the ﬂags out, Allo! Allo! is in full rehearsing swing
and the cast are having les terriﬁc fun., onions are ﬂying everywhere! Onto something less fun; a message from Jon Manley re Volunteer Stewards on page 2. (See
Anna’s message below). Sherry is giving us a nudge in Membership Corner page 4.
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From Anna, our Chair
‘Happy July…here comes the summer…on some days at least!
G&S’s produc on of The Mikado is about to kick oﬀ. Please come and support this
popular show.
Rehearsals for ‘Allo ‘Allo are well under way under the leadership of John Miles.
Expect a themed theatre as we’ve come to expect from Mr Miles, with costumes
and the sale of garlic and onions!
There is to be a big shake up of FOH stewards. We’ve discovered that we’ve
been neglec ng some important rules which come under our Premises Licence.
Jon Manley who is our Premises Licensee has outlined the changes elsewhere in
this Croak. Please read and inwardly digest, it’s very important.
The changes can also be found on our website on the ‘About Us’ page.
We’ve sadly said goodbye to Al Dunn, our Technical Manager for the last 7
years. He’ll be sorely missed. But he will no doubt be seen lurking around the theatre from me to me. We’re lucky that Jake Wilkins, who has been assis ng Al will
be taking over this onerous job. Please give him every assistance un l he ﬁnds his
feet.
A lot to take in this month…onwards and upwards.’

Matinee Saturday 16th only 2.30pm

January 17/21st
2023
Audition Dates: At TOADS Theatre.
30th July. 3pm or Mon 1st August .7pm.
Scripts are available from the Box Office.
Lots of doubling up of characters.
Peter: a pilot………. …………...20’s-30’s
June: A radio telephone operator20’s -30’s
Bob: a wireless operator….. ...20’30’s 40’s
Girl….. ……………………………….8-11
Dr Frank Reeves, ‘Doc’, a village
doctor………………………………… 40’s
upwards. (Could be male or female)
Dr Phil McEwen , an RAF doctor….. 50’s/
Father
Mr Archer an RAF surgeon / Judge…..
50’s upwards
(Could be male or female)
SGT Bellamy, a wounded airman….. 20’s
upwards
Conductor -from Norway….30’s upwards
Boy….. 6-8 (might be on film)
Nurse/ Titania /women/Accountant...20’s
upwards
Recorder (woman) ………………any age
Shakespeare………………………30-40’s
Please come and Audition for me for the
production of a matter of life and death.
This is an adapted script from the film with
David Niven (which you can find on
prime). Lots of opportunities for character
work and lots of doubling up should be a
lot of fun.
The audition will be a group audition just
reading scenes from the play nothing
strenuous!
Ceni Wyatt Trained as an actor at the
Royal Scottish Academy in the 90’s.
Formed a theatre company with friends and
had five star reviews at the Edinburgh festival and in London. Has done quite a bit of
directing for the Dartington and Playgoers
and now is very pleased to have the opportunity to direct for toads.

Anna Reynolds
Chairman

July
Tuesday 12th /Saturday 16th 7.45pm

Directed by
Ceni Wyatt

August
Monday 8th/Saturday 20th 7.30pm

Kind regards,
Ceni

JULY
PLUS
+

IMPORTANT NEWS FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS
As Premises Licensee it is my legal duty to ensure the Li le Theatre and all its staﬀ/volunteers adhere to various mandatory rules
and/or company policies. Having scoured our Premises Licence for any recent or previous amendments/clauses which impact upon
the Li le Theatre’s day-to-day opera ons, I have to inform all members of the following:
1. The term “FOH volunteer” covers box oﬃce, bar, cafe AND a newly created volunteer post of cket distributor.
2. The term “FOH Steward” only includes the FOH Manager and the stewards who, under normal circumstances, occupy the FOH
auditorium seats during a performance.
The above may seem pedan c but anyone designated as a steward MUST be both willing and able to independently conduct an
evacua on in case of ﬁre or other emergency - this is a legal requirement. Stewards are also required to ensure that any patrons
who exits the auditorium during a performance, for any reason, are accompanied by the nearest steward to ascertain their reason
(s) for exi ng. Separate “steward” ID badges have been ordered. Any current volunteer steward who wishes to opt out of this role
should contact box oﬃce as soon as possible - note: a er consulta on with the commi ee and/or FOH Manager(s), the Premises
Licensee reserves the right to refuse stewarding to a volunteer if that volunteer is, for any reason, deemed unable to carry out the
duty fully.
The new volunteer role of cket distributor is open to all members who wish to be part of the FOH team but do not wish to take on
the onus of being a steward.
We also have a legal requirement to carry out a monthly ﬁre drill. I shall be invi ng FOH stewards/managers to a drill in due course
- any steward who is unable to a end a minimum of one ﬁre drill every 6 months may result in their steward status being revoked.
The updated guidelines go into much more detail and I urge all members to read both the steward’s and the manager’s guidelines
(download from the "About Us" page on our website www.toadstheatre.co.uk). By all means contact me direct if you require clariﬁca on.
Jon Manley (Premises Licensee - jon@jonthepcdoctor.co.uk)

The Wednesday Club. July, 2022.
Having returned from a very stressful holiday, Suzy and I were pleased
to see some friendly faces again at Toads.
Not that Wedders has been idle for the last three weeks; far from it.
Sherry, Cora and John Hall ably covered the meetings, with another
'Desert Island Books' and John Hall's perennially-popular quizzes.
The review of 'Strictly Murder' was well received, with a detailed and
interesting account from Jon Manley, who co-directed the play with
Nicola Opie.
July is our last month before the Summer break, so we have two travelorientated talks, but it will be a long time before you can tempt The
Miles' to go abroad again! Steve Gill will be telling us about his globetrotting, followed by Julia and Reg with their 'Romanian Ramblings',
particularly pertinent at the moment, unfortunately.
The whole session rounds of with a party and review of the past twelve
months, in which Wedders contributed
almost one thousand pounds to Toads'
funds!
And now to 'Alolo, Allo'…
8th—20th Aug.
John Miles

Wedders Brain of Britain Team
Once more this team have won the Wednesday Club
Brain of Britain cup. John Hall stepped up to perform
the Quizmaster role with some real brain teasers, however Nigel, Carol, Steve and Margaret stormed away
to a great lead.

Directed by Jon Manley & Nicola Opie

STRICTLY MURDER
By Brian Clemens

JUNE 2022

Photos by Brian Tilley

by Oscar Wilde
Directed by Andrew Kenyon
Tuesday 7th – Saturday 11th March 2023
AUDITIONS will be held for the above production on Sunday 28th August at
The Little Theatre commencing at 2pm.
Large A4 scripts will be available from the Theatre Box Office from 1st August together
with Audition Pieces – though many of those wishing to audition may well have their own
copy of this classic comedy. Please familiarise yourself with the script.
For those who are new to the play, the characters and age ranges are as follows:
GENTLEMEN
Algernon Moncrieff ……………………………………………………aged between 25 – 40
Jack Worthing ………………………………………………………………………..as above
Canon Chasuable………………………………... ………………… ………………aged 60+
Lane (Minor Role) ………………………………………………………………………..50+
Merriman (Minor Role)…………………………………………………………………………...50+
LADIES
Gwendoline Fairfax………………… …………………………………ages between 20 – 30
Cecily Cardew………………….. …………………………………16 (in script) but up to 25
Miss Prism Elderly…………………………………….. ………………………………...60+
Lady Bracknell Between…………………………... ……………… ………………...50 – 65
You will be asked to complete an Audition Form on the day.
Further information from the Director on: 07479 008066

alkieman@mail.com

The Passing of The Third Floor Back
By Jerome .K .Jerome
Directed by Andrew Kenyon.
Photos by Brian Tilley
May 2022

ESSENTIAL CONTACTS and INFORMATION
BOX OFFICE: 01803 299 330 boxoffice@toadstheatre.co.uk
Vacancies
for
Volunteering Du es.
Just ring or email listed contacts for
details.
Plus: If you’d like to get involved in front-of house
du es contact the Box Oﬃce 01803 299330
If you want to act, or get involved backstage
in any produc on, or as props or
prompt, contact the director in each
case, whose number will always be
listed in The Croak with the audi on
informa on. If you're s ll not sure who
to call, any member of the commi ee
will always help to point you to the right
person.
Training will be given for any of the jobs you wish to volunteer for.
Please don’t be shy YOUR THEATRE NEEDS YOU!

MEMBERSHIP CORNER

A gentle reminder to those yet to renew membership that your
subscrip on of £35.00 is now due for the forthcoming year. Our
new season runs from the 1st July, 2022 - 30th June, 2023. If you
are a new member, an extra fee of £5.00 is required. We hope you
agree that this represents excellent value as no further payments
are levied for use of our facili es. The provision of rehearsal space
(with refreshments), scripts, sets, technical skills, directors’ skills,
costumes and props plus the chance to watch up to 10 plays a year
are all included! Best of all, we can enjoy being in this wonderful
theatre!

Exis ng members should have received a renewal form by post.
New members may obtain them from the Box Oﬃce, your director
or by downloading a copy from our website. Full instruc ons about
how to pay, including by BACS are on the form which should be returned to The Li le Theatre so we have a record of your voluntary
duty op ons. I look forward to mee ng you on stage, back stage or
suppor ng out front on the bar, coﬀee shop or FoH team.
Here’s to a successful season!
Sherry Dudley

Facebook & Twitter
@ToadsTheatre

Anna Reynolds* 07788 994398
chairman@toadstheatre.co.uk
Jackie Tarney & Jon Manley 07815 323982
boxoﬃce@toadstheatre.co.uk
If you’d like to help behind the bar
Jill Pe grew* 01803 525071
secretary@toadstheatre.co.uk
if you’d like to join the wardrobe team
Anne Jordan 01626 330866
annepoppy@blueyonder.co.uk
if you’d like to join the props team
Joy Book 07704 584953
Joybook9597@gmail.com
If you’d like to help In the coﬀee shop
Brenda Hutchings 07800 644508
marke ng@toadstheatre.co.uk
if you’d like to submit an ar cle for
Croak
John Miles* 01803 858394
johnmilesandmiles@gmail.com
for Wednesday Club
Paul Lewis 07555 396654
paul1970lewis@yahoo.co.uk
If you’d like to get involved with
set building/pain ng, etc.
As well as those names marked
with an asterisk above, the commi ee
members are:
Nicola Marge s Treasurer
07766 134937.
njmarge s@gmail.com
Alan Tanner
01803 613701
altanltd665@gmail.com
Sherry Dudley
ashcombe1968@hotmail.co.uk
Andrew Kenyon
07479 008066
alkieman@mail.com
Alistair Conquer
07972 112174
fernbank24@gmail.com

